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NOTICE OF JOINT FUNCTION

Title:      Recent Developments and Standards for Ultrasound Hatchcover Testing
Speaker:    Mr. Mike Wall, BSc. in Maritime Studies, MSc. in Shipping & Maritime Studies, Class 1 Marine Engineer Officer Certificate of Competency. Mr. Wall served his marine engineering apprenticeship with Cunard Line and served with various companies on many types of vessel and marine engine, reaching the rank of Chief Engineer. Mr. Wall has gained 15 years experience as a Marine Consultant and is currently Managing Director and Principal Consultant of Kiwi Marine Consultants Ltd, Hong Kong, which provides a wide variety of marine consultancy and surveying services to P&I Clubs, Shipowners, Shipmanagers, Underwriters, Admiralty Lawyers and other Principals. Mr.Wall also makes regular contributions to various marine publications and is currently the Editor of FLASHLIGHT, the free monthly international newsletter for Marine Surveyors. He is also a Visiting Professor on various subjects to undergraduates in the Department of Shipping Transport and Logistics at the Hong Kong Polytechnic University. He is a qualified and experienced Mediator, being registered both in the United Kingdom and Hong Kong.

Synopsis:   For many years, the only way to meaningfully test hatchcovers for watertightness was with a hose test or in the real thing, a Force 10 storm. Some 11 years ago the principal of ultrasound was first embraced in the testing of hatchcovers by SDT of Belgium followed closely by Wylam Hill of the United Kingdom. When first introduced, there was considerable debate in our industry concerning the acceptability to various bodies such as Classification Societies and P&I Clubs.  There were also some questions raised concerning the accuracy and suitability of the three different types available on the market at that time and the need for Class approval.  The three sets were independently compared and the results published by the author in 1999. As a consequence of those findings and representations to various bodies, new equipment has been developed to suit the requirements of independent marine surveyors carrying out day to day hatchcover testing. The paper covers the history of ultrasound testing, the types of equipment on the market, their suitability for purpose, together with the requirements for Class type approval and training course requirements. It is hoped that the information supplied in the paper will help those involved in hatchcover testing to make the right decisions when purchasing the equipment.

Date   :   10th September 2003 ( Wednesday )

Time   :   18:00 hours ( refreshment begins from 17:15hrs in VIP room)

Venue  :   25/F, Harbour Club, Harbour Building, Central, Hong Kong

All members and their invited guests are cordially welcome to participate in this event.  
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